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Trivial Matters
by Kristin C. Koessler
I have heard many ministers say: "Those are social
issues with which the gospel has no real concern."
And I have watched many churches commit them-
selves to a completely other worldly religion which
make a strange, un-Biblical distinction between body
and soul, between the sacred and the secular.
- Martin Luther King Jr.
In the essay "Letter from Birmingham Jail," Martin Luther King Jr.
suggests that the Catholic Church is ignoring racial and segregation is~ues
because they have "no real concern" and instead have become commItted
to legislating morality on trivial matters. One matter that the church is
pouncing upon is artificial reproduction. The Vatican's "Instructio~ on
Resr:ct for Human Life in its origin and on the dignity of ProcreatIOn:
~ep~I~s.to Certain Questions of the Day," deems it "un-Christ~an" to use
artIfICIal" means of reproduction such as artificial inseminatIOn, frozen
embryos, in vitro, test tube babies or surrogate motherhood. According to
t~e Vatican "sterility is certainly a difficult trial," but stands firm: "Mar-
nage does not confer upon the spouses the right to perform those natural
acts which are per se ordered to creation." I This new doctrine is causing
many Catholics to make tough religious and personal decisions and as a
result are developing enormous guilt and outrage .
. One reason people are outraged is because the church is sending mixed
Signals. On one hand the church is saying that the purpose of sex is
procreation. However, on the other hand "if a doctor can help two people
who can't of their own vocation conceive, why not? ..Now infertile married
co~ples who are willing to conceive without enjoying these pleasures are
bemg denied." 2 This is very difficult especially since the Catholic Church
puts such a strong emphasis on having children and creating "families."
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Another reason this doctrine upsets many young couples is the fact that
if they do use artificial means of reproduction they are sinners. "This
announcement makes me a mortal sinner; it means I can't take the sacra-
ments." 3 This puts a lot of guilt and social pressures upon those who are
considering or who have already undergone artificial means of reproduc-
tion. Catholics are afraid not only of carrying the sin themselves but
possibly forcing their children to carry them as well. One young Catholic
mother states, '1 won't like it, years down the road, if I want to send my
children to Catholic school and they're taught that their parents committed
a sin in having them." 4
Many Catholics are just plain confused. They do not understand the sin
involved with creating life; "The Church can condemn abortion but how
can it condemn giving life?" 5 Even if artificial means are used, is it so
morally wrong if the purpose is to bring happiness? to bring life? to allow
infertile couples to become parents? "It's God who gave us this medical
technology," the Catholics argue.
Catholics everywhere are being torn apart by this new doctrine. Many
young, devout and otherwise perfect Catholics are painfully considering
leaving the Church because they are in bitter disagreement. Disagreement
over what. ..the way a human life is brought into this world? After examin-
ing this issue and seeing the intensi ty of the passions it is easy to understand
Martin Luther Kng Jr.'s frustration. The Catholic Church is concerned with
the social issues of today, however, they tend to concentrate their efforts on
trivial matters such as artificial reproduction. The Catholic Church would
rather bicker about how to better it and promote harmony between the
beings that are already alive and living here.
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